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1.1.1

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

1.1.5

The Official Plan for the Township of Severn is prepared under the Planning
Act, R.S.0. 1990, c. P. 13, as amended. The Official Plan provides a policy
context for all land use planning decisions and matters in the Township. The
Official Plan sets out the goals, objectives and land use policies which will
guide economic, natural heritage, resource, rural development and
community-building decisions affecting the physical use of land within the
Township.

The Township of Severn Official Plan is a policy document, adopted under the
authority of the Ontario Planning Act. Municipal Official Plans are required to
contain goals, objectives and policies in order to direct physical change and
manage the effects of that growth and change. The Severn Official Plan
contains the Township’s goals, objectives and policies to guide growth and
manage change to 2051. Land use direction is both driven by, and has an
impact on, Severn’s economy, environment and sense of community. As such,
this Plan provides direction to other Township plans that do not implicitly affect
land use matters, such as the Transportation Master Plan, the Asset
Management Plan, the Recreation Master Plan, etc. The non-land use matters
of the Official Plan are often implemented through these related plans. Further
policy regarding Master Plans is provided in Section G.

This document shall be known as “The Official Plan for the Township of
Severn”, and may also be referred to as the ‘Severn Official Plan’ or ‘Township
Official Plan’ or ‘this Plan’.

As provided for in the Planning Act, where an Official Plan is in effect, no public
work shall be undertaken and no By-law shall be passed for any purpose that
does not conform to the Official Plan. Prior to any level of government,
government agency, or utility provider carrying out or authorizing any
undertaking that will directly affect the Township, any level of government,
government agency, and utility provider shall consult with, and conform to, the
policies of this Official Plan.

Nothing in this Plan limits the planning for infrastructure and public service
facilities beyond the horizon of this Plan; however, planning for infrastructure
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1.1.6

1.1.7

1.1.8

1.1.9

will not predetermine the form, pattern, or extent of Settlement Area boundary
expansions.

Provincial Plans are the senior documents in planning in Ontario and their
policies prevail where there is a conflict between this Official Plan and the
Provincial Plans. The Township of Severn is within the area covered by A
Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe.

Notwithstanding the policies of this Official Plan, any land use decision is to be
consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement (PPS).

The County of Simcoe Official Plan is the upper-tier Official Plan. The Severn
Official Plan is required to conform to the County of Simcoe Official Plan. The
County of Simcoe is the approval authority for this Official Plan and this Plan
will not come into full force and effect until approved by the County of Simcoe
or the Ontario Lands Tribunal, on appeal.

This Official Plan is divided into eighteen (18) Sections, each of which is
described below.

Section 1 Introduction
Describes the purpose and structure of the Plan, provides the Vision and Goals
for the Township, and defines how the Plan should be used and read.

Section 2 Towards a Sustainable Community

Defines the meaning of sustainable development in the context of Severn
Township including its land use structure and growth management strategy,
watershed planning and management, energy conservation and efficiency,
transportation and traffic management, infrastructure, community
development, and greening the community.

Section 3 Plan-Making

Describes the Township’s approach to public consultation and engagement,
discusses its Duty to Consult, the relationship of the Severn Official Plan to the
Provincial Plans and Policies and the County Official Plan, how this Plan will
be monitored and reviewed, use of secondary and other tiers of Plans, and the
relationship of this Plan to the Township’s other Master Plans, existing or to
come, and the Township’s capital works and Asset Management Plans.
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Section 4 Decision-Making

Discusses the requirement for pre-submission application consultation
meetings, the determination of complete applications, the use of conditions in
planning approvals, the process of development application review, and the
role of land use compatibility in considering development applications in the
Township.

Section 5 Delivering a Sufficient Supply of Homes

Provides the policies that will guide the identification and provision of lands for
residential living, maintaining the supply of lands, providing housing options
within the Township including polices regarding Additional Residential Units,
role of rural housing in meeting supply, role of shoreline communities, and the
encouragement and support for the provision of supportive housing options.

Section 6 Building a Strong Local Economy

Describes how the Township will help support the local economy, the role and
function of tourism-based businesses, home based businesses and home
industries, encourage the diversification of the agricultural economy, and
Settlement Area employment lands.

Section 7 Ensuring the Vitality of Settlement Areas

Provides a detailed description of the Township’s growth strategy and
Settlement Area hierarchy, creating more complete communities, servicing of
those Settlement Areas, the provision of community spaces and facilities,
creating a healthy and safe community, policies for open space and
recreational infrastructure, and the role of Settlements in creating healthy and
safe communities.

Section 8 Creating a Healthy and Safe Community
Discusses the provision of the open space and recreational system for the
Township, polices for parkland dedication and acquisition, and policies
addressing hazards, both natural and human-made.

Section 9 Sustainable Transportation
Addresses the full range of transportation networks including roads, trails, rail,
active transportation infrastructure, and transit.

Section 10.0 Supporting High Quality Communications
This section describes the Township’s need for broadband high-speed
internet, other telecommunication networks including cellular, the Township’s

OFFICIAL PLAN Page | 1—3



[]
l-
[ IND>

Township of

SEVERN

role in encouraging, promoting and requiring advanced communication
infrastructure.

Section 11.0 Making Effective Use of Land
Describes and provides the detailed policies for each of the land use
designations contained within the Schedules to the Plan.

Section 12.0 Achieving Well Designed Places

Discusses the role of community or urban design, the possible role for
architectural design, polices for improving place making in the township, and
the role of shoreline development, complete streets and other matters in place
making.

Section 13.0 Conserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment

Describes the role and function of the natural heritage system, policies
regarding species at risk, source water protection polices, and the obligations
for the submission of impact studies.

Section 14.0 Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment
Provides policies regarding archaeological and built heritage resources, how
these element of the historic environment will be assessed.

Section 15.0 Meeting the Challenge of Climate Change

Describes the challenge of climate change in a planning context, how the
Township will plan for climate resiliency, adaption, and climate risks, and use
community and corporate climate change plans to address climate change.

Section 16.0 Facilitating the Sustainable Use of Aggregates

Discusses the importance of aggregates to the Township, Township role in
maintaining supply, and the policies regarding the management and mitigation
of the impacts from aggregate extraction.

Section 17.0 Implementation
Discusses the range of tools available that may be used by the Township to
implement the Plan.

Section 18.0 Interpretation

Provides the interpretation policies for land use designations on the various
schedules. Describes interpretation regarding the language, uses, figure, and
quantities and provides definitions for the Plan.

OFFICIAL PLAN Page | 1—4



[]
l-
| N>

Township of

SEVERN

1.2.1

1.2.2

Schedules are the maps that show and describe the Township’s land use
structure, land use designations, overlay designations, transportation network
and are as follows:

Schedule A Settlement and Land Use Structure

Schedule B Land Use - North

Schedule C Land Use - South

Schedule D Division Road Secondary Plan

Schedule E Transportation

Schedule F  Overlay Designations

Schedule G Source Protection

Schedule SA1 Settlement Area Land Use - Coldwater,
Washago, and Westshore

Schedule SA2 Settlement Area Land Use - Ardtrea,
Marchmont, Fesserton, Severn Falls, and Port
Severn

The primary purpose of the Official Plan is to provide the basis for managing
growth and change that will support and emphasize the Township’s unique
character, diversity, civic identity, rural lifestyle and heritage features and to do
so in a way that has the greatest positive impact on the quality of life in Severn.
The Official Plan is one of a series of municipal policies, guidelines and
regulations that will direct the actions of the Township and shape growth and
development. The Official Plan establishes a vision for the future land use and
Settlement Area structure of the Township to serve as the basis for managing
change over the next thirty years.

The vision for the Township of Severn that this Plan will achieve is described
below.

The Township of Severn is a community of communities and rural areas that
have a distinct identity derived from the beauty and tranquillity of the natural
setting, vast woodlands, lakes, rivers and valleys. It is a place where residents
enjoy safe community living, scenic beauty and an active community life. The
community recognizes the unique attributes that set it apart from other places
and is passionate about preserving the small charming communities, natural
areas, and rural character. The preservation and management of these
features while at the same time meeting the diverse needs of the community
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is at the forefront of the Township’s vision for its future growth and
development.

The Township’s goal is to achieve a community that is a safe, friendly and a
healthy place to live, work, and play. The Township and its citizens view its
long-term future to be more self-reliant, supporting managed growth that
preserves the unique features of the community, uses land wisely, responds
to the challenges of climate change, elevates the quality of the built
environment, provides a range of housing options within the Township’s
capabilities, and provides appropriate economic opportunities. The aim is to
build more complete communities by providing choices for employment,
housing, shopping and services within the Township and its Settlement Areas.

The Township and its residents view community services as being
fundamental to maintaining and enhancing the quality of life for all age groups.
Citizens provide vitality to the community by their committed volunteerism
involvement in events. Severn’s thriving rural population and community
cultural events balance well with the abundance of passive and active
recreational and Environmental Impact Study pursuits. The Township and its
citizens recognize the need for new and enhanced community services and
physical infrastructure to support the existing and changing population. These
needs must be planned and financed in keeping with its Asset Management
Plan and in recognition of the fiscal capacity of the Township.

The Township has a number of important environmental and topographical
features that contribute to the ‘sense of place’ felt by many of the Township’s
residents. These features include the Severn River system, the Coldwater and
North River systems, Lake Couchiching, the Uhthoff Trail, the vast forest tracts,
and smaller woodland and wetland areas that support diverse wildlife. The
protection of these attributes is a key principle in the vision for this Official Plan.

This Official Plan recognizes and enshrines the concept of natural heritage
identification and preservation and the need to preserve, protect and enhance
natural features and functions. These include components of the extensive
natural heritage system, which is composed of but not limited to
environmentally sensitive areas, wetlands, woodlands, and streams and valley
systems. Other land uses to be preserved in large measure so that they will
always form part of the Township’s landscape include the agricultural and rural
areas and major open spaces.

The agricultural areas of the Township are a fundamental component of what
makes up the land use structure of the Township and the character of the
community. These areas must be protected for future agricultural use so that
they can continue to serve an important role in the local food production and
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the economy. While the fragmentation of agricultural areas and the introduction
of incompatible uses will be strongly discouraged, a vision of this Plan is a
broader range of compatible agricultural-related uses and on-farm diversified
uses that build stronger and more sustainable agricultural operations as is
permitted by the Official Plan.

The Township is also characterized by substantial reserves of mineral
aggregate resources. These areas must be protected and made available for
future use in accordance with Provincial policy. Aggregate extraction is an
important component of the Township’s economy. Careful management of
existing and new aggregate operations is required to reduce and/or mitigate
the impact on local communities, local roads and the local environment in
accordance with Provincial and Township requirements.

The Township is made up of three main Settlement Areas, being Coldwater,
Washago, and Westshore, and five rural Settlement Areas, being Ardtrea,
Fesserton, Marchmont, Severn Falls and Port Severn, rural and agricultural
areas, and large areas of natural features and functions. This Official Plan
directs the majority of new residential and employment growth to the
Settlement Areas. It is the intent of this Official Plan to ensure that the
Township of Severn has enough land to 2051 to accommodate expected
employment and residential growth. The maijority of this population will reside
in the three main Settlement Areas and the rural Settlement Areas.

Encouraging additional economic development in the Township is also a goal
of this Official Plan. The establishment of a positive business environment
that provides jobs and prosperity to Township residents is a key component
of this Plan. On this basis, this Plan encourages the development of additional
uses in the rural area to provide appropriate opportunities for rural residents.
In addition, this Plan also encourages, through a flexible policy regime,
opportunities for additional development in the Settlement Areas.

The Official Plan assumes that the high quality of life now enjoyed by the
Township’s residents can be maintained and enhanced if the Township’s
distinct small rural community and rural character is maintained and enhanced.
Change, however, is inevitable and it must be managed in an efficient and
orderly manner to maximize the benefits of new development and minimize the
impacts. It is therefore the intent of this Plan to provide Council with the tools
to consider and mitigate the impacts of change on the qualities that make
Severn a desirable place to live, work and play.
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1.3.1.1 GOAL

It is a goal of this Plan to protect and enhance the significant Natural Heritage
System identified for the Township.

1.3.1.2 OBJECTIVES

a)

To ensure that the protection of significant environmental features and
their associated ecological functions take precedent over the development
of such lands.

To ensure that a thorough understanding of the natural environment,
including the values, opportunities, limits and constraints that it provides,
guides land use decision-making in the Township.

To require that land use planning contributes to the protection,
maintenance and enhancement of water and related resources and
aquatic ecosystems on an integrated watershed management basis.

To avoid the loss or fragmentation of significant woodland features and the
habitats and ecological functions they provide.

To avoid changes to the water quality and hydrological and
hydrogeological characteristics of watercourses, lakes, aquifers and
wetlands.

To prohibit development that will result in a negative impact to the critical
functions and processes of watercourses, lakes, aquifers and wetlands.

To prohibit the loss or fragmentation of Provincially Significant and locally
significant Wetlands and Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest and the
significant habitats of endangered species and threatened species and
significant wildlife habitat and ecological functions they provide.

To maintain and protect valley lands, wildlife habitat areas and the habitats
of vulnerable and threatened species.
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i) To maintain, protect and enhance surface and groundwater resources in
sufficient quality and quantity to meet existing and future needs on a
sustainable basis.

j) The Township shall protect, improve or restore the quality and quantity of
water by:

i) Promoting the efficient and sustainable use of water resources,
including practices for water conservation and sustaining water
quality, and

i) Maintaining linkages and related functions among surface water
features, ground water features, hydrologic functions and natural
heritage features and areas.

1.3.2.1 GOAL

It is a goal of this Plan to direct most forms of development to Settlement Areas
where full wastewater and water services are planned or available.
Development will also be directed to the other Settlement Areas that represent
concentrated development and supports the efficient use of land in these
areas.

1.3.2.2 OBJECTIVES

a) To direct the majority of new residential and employment growth to the
existing Settlement Areas, with most growth occurring in the Settlement
Areas of Westshore and Coldwater.

b) To restrict the amount of development in the Rural area, by permitting
limited development in the form of individual lots through the process of
infilling.

c) To permit development that maintains and enhances Settlement Area
character and scale in accordance with the policies contained within this
Plan and approved Secondary Plans.
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d)

To prohibit the development of new residential subdivisions outside of the
existing Settlement Areas.

To encourage the more efficient use of land in the Settlement Areas, where
appropriate.

To encourage development and redevelopment in the Township’s
commercial corridors that incorporates excellence in site planning and
design and complements the location and character of the Township.

To encourage the establishment of an optimum balance between
residential and non-residential assessment in the Township.

To ensure that all development is appropriately phased, coordinated with
the appropriate Master Plans, and is in conjunction with the required
infrastructure improvements, where appropriate.

To ensure that the use of existing infrastructure and public service facilities
should be optimized, wherever feasible, before consideration is given to
developing new infrastructure and public service facilities.

To mitigate impacts to the extent feasible from any new or expanding non-
agricultural uses on surrounding agricultural operations and lands.

1.3.3.1  GOAL

It is a goal of this Plan to protect and enhance the character of existing
Settlement Areas, to encourage and support the creation of complete
communities, and to enhance the Settlement Areas as diverse, liveable, safe,
thriving and attractive communities.
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1.3.3.2 OBJECTIVES

a)

b)

To encourage and support the further development and use of the lands
within the Settlement Areas, as appropriate.

To make certain that all new development within a Settlement Area has a
positive contribution on community life in the Settlement Area and
Township.

To ensure that the character of the Settlement Areas are maintained and
enhanced by ensuring that development and redevelopment is compatible,
in terms of built form, with the character of adjacent buildings and
neighbourhoods, and the scale and density of existing development.

Township will encourage a high quality of site and building design for all
forms of development within the Settlement Areas.

To ensure that new development areas within the Settlement Areas are
integrated into the fabric of the existing community.

To promote Settlement Areas as compact, pedestrian-friendly with a mix
of housing types, community facilities, commercial uses and open spaces.

1.34.1 GOAL

It is a goal of this Plan to ensure that an adequate supply of land and housing
options are available for present and future residents including a full range of
built forms, tenure, and supportive housing.

1.3.4.2 OBJECTIVES

a)

To ensure that there is a fifteen-year supply of land designated and
available for residential development and a three-year supply of residential
lots that are zoned, draft approved and registered at all times, provided
that there is sufficient water and wastewater capacity available to service
development in the Settlement Areas.
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b)

To encourage and support opportunities for mixed-use development in
appropriate locations in the Settlement Areas that assist in the
achievement of residential intensification and Affordable Housing.

To promote the use of surplus public lands for Affordable Housing in
Settlement Areas and only if the site is appropriate for such a use and
located where the use would be compatible with adjacent uses and provide
access to nearby services such as transportation options.

To ensure that a full range of housing opportunities, built form and tenure
are available for residents in the Township.

To recognize the residential housing options in the rural areas of the
Township and permit, subject to appropriate policies and guidelines,
limited new rural housing development.

To support the development of seniors housing in the Township.

To encourage the provision of additional rental housing, within the financial
capabilities of the Township in cooperation with the County, and
considering the use of financial incentives to the private sector and the
entering into of public/private partnerships, where appropriate.

To permit the development of additional dwelling units in accordance with
Provincial requirements in appropriate areas of the Township.

1.3.5.1  GOAL

It is a goal of this Plan to protect, maintain and enhance the rural open space
character of lands in the Township outside of the Settlement Areas.

1.3.5.2 OBJECTIVES

a)

b)

To restrict development that has a negative impact on the open and natural
character of the rural area of the Township.

To restrict or prohibit development that requires the expansion or
extensions of urban services into the rural area.
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c)

To discourage the intrusion of land uses that are incompatible with the rural
character and/or resource activities of the area.

d) To encourage the development of passive low-intensity recreational uses

such as four-season trails in the rural areas of the Township, provided the
use has a minimal impact on the character of the rural area and is properly
sited.

e) To promote the development of rural based tourism uses that will use and

have minimal impact on the open and natural character of the rural areas
of the Township.

1.3.6.1 GOAL

It is a goal of this Plan to protect areas demonstrating high capability for
agricultural production for that purpose while supporting on-farm diversification
and agri-tourism uses.

1.3.6.2 OBJECTIVES

a)

b)

d)

e)

To ensure that agriculture remains an integral part of the economy of the
Township.

To limit non-agricultural uses in the agricultural areas that will restrict or
hinder normal farming practice.

To encourage the establishment of agricultural-related uses and other
secondary uses including on-farm diversified uses and agri-tourism to
improve the viability of area farms.

To promote the establishment of uses and activities on farm properties that
highlight the importance of agriculture and its history in the Township.

To promote the maintenance of the character of agricultural areas by
maintaining farm buildings and other elements of the built and natural
landscape that contribute to the character or these areas of the Township.
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1.3.7.1  GOAL

It is a goal of this Plan to support economic development in the designated
Settlement Areas, resort areas, and in designated Employment Areas in a
manner that fosters employment growth, competitiveness and a positive
business environment.

1.3.7.2 OBJECTIVES

a)

b)

To facilitate opportunities to provide a range of goods and services to the
public within Severn.

To establish, maintain and enhance employment areas that provide a
range of job opportunities and a broad range of commercial and service
facilities geared specifically to meet the needs of residents of the Township
and the wider area.

To encourage, wherever possible, through the land use planning process
the retention and expansion of existing businesses in the Township.

To ensure that a sufficient supply of serviced employment generating lands
is available for development to meet the forecast need.

To carefully monitor local and County trends with respect to the supply of
land for employment to ensure that an adequate supply, in appropriate
locations, is available at all times.

To encourage further industrial development in the Settlement Areas on
the basis of full or partial services, as appropriate.

To protect lands that have the potential of being used for agricultural
purposes from incompatible development to ensure that farming
operations can operate as an important part of the Township’s economic
base.

To encourage the development of home-based businesses that are
compatible with adjacent uses.
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)

To encourage recreational and tourism uses that rely upon the Township’s
natural attributes and areas.

To improve the aesthetic quality of the retail areas and uses in the
Township to ensure that they function as attractive destinations for
shoppers from the Township and the surrounding areas.

1.3.8.1  GOAL

It is a goal of this Plan to ensure that all infrastructure, including sanitary
sewers, water distribution, storm water management facilities and roads meet
the needs of present and future residents and businesses in an efficient,
sustainable, environmentally-sensitive, cost effective and timely manner.

1.3.8.2 OBJECTIVES

a)

b)

To fully implement and maintain a complete Asset Management Plan in
accordance with Provincial legislation and regulations to ensure that the
building, operation, maintenance, renewal, replacement and disposal of all
the Township’s infrastructure assets are based on a sound and sustainable
fiscal and financial foundation.

To ensure that consideration is given to the economics of providing
services to the people of the Township as part of the review of any
development proposal to ensure that the development pattern is efficient
and does not lead to inefficiencies or a decline in the level of municipal
service.

To ensure that all necessary infrastructure required to serve the Settlement
Areas is built as necessary prior to, or coincident with, new development.

To establish an integrated multi-modal complete streets transportation
system that safely and efficiently accommodates various modes of
transportation including automobiles, trucks, cyclist and walking
pedestrians. The multi-modal transportation network should provide
mobility and connectivity that is sustainable, accessible and affordable for
residents of all ages and abilities.
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e)

To establish a comprehensive system of Haul Routes to adequately
accommodate truck traffic generated from aggregate extraction operations
located in the Township to minimize, as much as possible, impacts on
more sensitive land uses and areas.

To plan and protect corridors and rights-of-ways for all forms of
infrastructure, including but not limited to transportation, transit and
electricity transmission system for current and future needs. Development
within the planned corridors which are identified on the schedules to this
Plan shall not be permitted which could negatively impact the use and
purpose of the planned corridor.

To carefully control the street pattern within the Township and new
development areas that is based on the existing network of arterial,
collector and local roads and avoiding dead-ends and local congestion
points.

1.3.9.1 GOAL

To pursue and promote those community facility improvements that will assist
the creation of complete Settlement Areas and a complete community and
support meeting residents social, cultural and recreational needs.

1.3.9.2 OBJECTIVES

a)

b)

To undertake public investment in the improvement of community services
and facilities which promotes the development and the maintenance of an
attractive and complete community where residents can obtain most of its
services within the Township.

To identify deficiencies in the community infrastructure which represent
realistic and attainable opportunities for community improvement and
which support the development of the Township’s Settlement Areas and
the achievement of complete and sustainable communities.

To implement community improvements in a planned, coordinated manner
which responds to local needs, priorities and financial resources and,
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thereby, optimize the results associated with municipal capital
expenditures.

1.3.10.1 GOAL

It is a goal of this Plan that the Township’s cultural heritage resources be
identified, conserved and enhanced whenever practical and in accordance
with Provincial requirements and that all new development occur in a manner
which respects the Township’s cultural heritage.

1.3.10.2 OBJECTIVES

a)

b)

To respect and honour First Nations and Indigenous peoples presence in
the area and help identify and protect the cultural and archaeological
resources of the area’s first peoples.

To enrich the character of the Township by protecting and maintaining the
Township’s cultural heritage resources.

To encourage the retention of cultural heritage resources wherever
possible to provide continuity between the past and the present.

To foster civic pride by recognizing the contribution that cultural heritage
resources make to the rural and urban fabric of the Township.

To use cultural heritage resources as a tool to attract additional economic
development, increase tourism opportunities, and enhance the character
and vitality of Settlement Areas and communities.

To encourage the further appreciation of the Township’s history by
educating the public on the Township’s history and achievements.

To ensure that the nature and location of cultural heritage and
archaeological resources are known and considered before land use
decisions are made through the submission of the required archaeological
impact assessment study.
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1.3.11.1

1.3.11.2

1.3.12.1

h) To prevent the demolition, destruction, inappropriate alteration or use of
cultural heritage resources.

i) To encourage development that is adjacent to significant cultural heritage
resources to be of an appropriate scale and character.

j) Todevelop a comprehensive inventory of the Township’s built heritage and
cultural heritage landscape resources.

GOAL

It is a goal of this Plan to ensure that aggregate resources are protected for
long term use, that extraction occurs in a manner that has minimal impacts on
the environment, sensitive land uses, and the character of the Township, and
adaptive and beneficial rehabilitation occurs on former aggregate operations.

OBJECTIVES

a) To ensure that as much of the aggregate resource area in the Township,
as is realistically possible, is available to supply mineral aggregate needs
provided the extraction can occur with minimal environmental and social
impacts.

b) To encourage the proper management of mineral aggregate operations to
minimize potential negative environmental and social impacts.

GOAL

It is a goal of this Plan to work to address the impacts of Climate Change, to
build on Ontario’s Climate Change Strategy, Sustainable Severn Sound’s
Climate Change Action Plan, and the emerging County of Simcoe’s strategy
to create a foundation upon which the Township will help establish and build
the policies and programs that must be put in place to achieve the Township’s
short and long-term targets for greenhouse gas (GHG) reductions and creating
a sustainable and resilient community.
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1.3.12.2

1.3.13.1

1.3.13.2

OBJECTIVES

a) To implement the recommended actions and achieve the GHG emissions
reduction targets in Sustainable Severn Sound’s Climate Change Action
Plan and update the plan when required;

b) To continue to participate and cooperate with the Township’s partners in
Sustainable Severn Sound; and

c) To work with the County, Provincial and Federal Governments on our
shared obligations to address the challenges posed by Climate Change.

GOAL

It is a goal of this Plan to create an engaged community where all residents
feel involved with municipal processes and with the community as a whole.
The Township will strive to create a sense of ownership across all areas of the
community with strong participation across a wide range of activities,
consultation efforts and public events/festivals. Residents should feel that their
voices are heard and that they have a stake in the Township’s future.

OBJECTIVES

a) To create partnerships with residents and stakeholder communities to
strengthen the Township’s resilience through consultation and
engagement;

b) To share information fully on the proposed Plan-making and development
applications with all relevant internal and external stakeholders;

c) To increase awareness of the local planning approval process, its stages
and aspects including regulatory requirements, and the role of each
Committee, department and staff and how residents and stakeholders can
best remain informed and engaged,;

d) To provide a process for communication with residents and stakeholders
including the use of all available channels, venues, and technologies and
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1.4.1

1.4.2

1.4.3

1.4.4

in accordance with the requirements of the relevant legislation and
regulations;

e) To obtain inputs and opinions about the needs and priorities of residents
and stakeholders in respect of proposed changes in land use, Plan-
making, and development application; and

f) To ensure transparency in all communication activities.

This Plan shall inform and guide decision-making by Council and its
Committee’s with respect to a range of development applications regarding
growth management, development and redevelopment in the Township. It
consists of policies, schedules, definitions, and appendices.

Like other Official Plans, this Plan builds upon the policy foundation provided
by the Provincial Policy Statement (PPS), the policy directions contained within
the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (Growth Plan), and the
County of Simcoe Official Plan and provides additional and more specific land
use planning policies to address issues facing the Township of Severn. This
Plan is to be read in conjunction with the PPS, Growth Plan and County of
Simcoe Official Plan. The policies of the Provincial policies and plan and the
County Official Plan shall take precedence over the policies of this Plan to the
extent of any conflict, except where this Plan provides a more restrictive policy
framework. Where the policies of this Plan address the same, similar, related,
or overlapping matters as policies in the other plans and policies, applying the
more specific policies of this Plan satisfies the requirements of the more
general policies in those Plans.

This Plan must be read in conjunction with other provincial plans as defined in
the Planning Act that may apply within the Township. Within the Township, this
includes the South Georgian Bay Lake Simcoe Source Protection Plan under
the Clean Water Act, 2006. This Plan applies to certain defined parts of the
Township and provides specific policy on certain matters.

This Plan is to be read in its entirety and the relevant policies are to be applied
to each situation. The language of each policy will assist decision-makers in
understanding how the policies are to be implemented. While some policies
refer to other policies for ease of use, these